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no fear of death.    That being killed was a tragedy never
entered his mind.

But it would be a mistake to think that the strategy
of Kumanova was conceived in the mind of the young
prince. It was not on his initiative. He was merely in
agreement with Putnik, Stefanovitch, Mishitch, his
father and the rest. Serbia had not found a young
Napoleon. Serbia has a talent for war. Her officers
throughout the Balkan Wars of 1911-13 and in the
Great War with Austria, Germany and Bulgaria., showed
outstanding ability. There were no duds. There
never was one-man leadership in any campaign. The
responsibility was divided and the glory ought to be
shared with many men. Alexander was a capable
officer like the rest. But the outstanding fact is that
he was very young* At the age of twenty-three he
commanded a victorious army in the field and did him-
self and Serbia the utmost credit.

In the following year, 1913, the Bulgars made a
treacherous attack on their allies and began a foolish
war without ultimatum or declaration. On the night
of the 16-iyth June they suddenly assailed the Serbian
ist Army. But the young commander was not taken
off his guard. He counter-attacked and drove the
Bulgars back, over their old frontier, in confusion.
That success, perhaps more than Kumanova, showed
the older generals that the heir to the throne was of
worth to them in the field. White-bearded, resolute
Putnik, with his massive little face; the bold voivod
Stefanovitch, with long, white rolling moustache;
acute and intellectual Mishitch, all men of sixty or over,
came up and congratulated the stripling, the tiny prince
with features of a falcon. Alexander smiled modestly,
the faint smile of a youth who would minimize his own
exploits but is pleased to have the praises of the old
men.

When in August, 1913, the victorious army returned
to Belgrade, the capital was delirious with excitement.